
VU Research Portal

Out-of-hours palliative care by general practitioners

Schweitzer, B.P.M.

2012

document version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Link to publication in VU Research Portal

citation for published version (APA)
Schweitzer, B. P. M. (2012). Out-of-hours palliative care by general practitioners. [PhD-Thesis - Research and
graduation internal, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam].

General rights
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors and/or other copyright owners
and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with these rights.

            • Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study or research.
            • You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain
            • You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal ?

Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately
and investigate your claim.

E-mail address:
vuresearchportal.ub@vu.nl

Download date: 24. May. 2023

https://research.vu.nl/en/publications/86588b10-b08b-4310-8a00-209e779ee838


Out-of-hours palliative care  
by general practitioners

Bart Schweitzer



Cover design: Hubertine Elias-Noordman

Printed & lay-out by: Proefschriftmaken.nl || Printyourthesis.com
Published by: Uitgeverij BOXPress, Oisterwijk 



VRIJE UNIVERSITEIT

Out-of-hours palliative care  
by general practitioners

ACADEMISCH PROEFSCHRIFT

ter verkrijging van de graad Doctor aan
de Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam,

op gezag van de rector magnificus
prof.dr. L.M. Bouter,

in het openbaar te verdedigen
ten overstaan van de promotiecommissie

van de Faculteit der Geneeskunde
op donderdag 25 oktober 2012 om 11.45 uur

in de aula van de universiteit,
De Boelelaan 1105

door

Bart Paul Maria Schweitzer

geboren te Enschede



promotoren: prof.dr. H.E. van der Horst
prof.dr. L.H.J. Deliens

copromotor: dr. A.H. Blankenstein



5

Contents

Chapter 1 Introduction 7

Chapter 2 Out-of-hours palliative care provided by GP co-operatives in 
the Netherlands: a focus group study 17

Chapter 3 GPs’ views on transfer of information about terminally ill 
patients to the out-of-hours co-operative.  31

Chapter 4 Out-of-hours palliative care provided by GP co-operatives: 
availability, content and effect of transferred information. 45

Chapter 5 Perceived barriers and facilitators for general practitioner-
patient communication in palliative care: A systematic review 59

Chapter 6 Writing information transfers for out-of-hours palliative care: 
A controlled trial among GPs. 87

Chapter 7 Writing information transfers for out-of-hours palliative 
care by GPs: effects on the quality of care as experienced by 
patients and carers. A controlled trial 109

Chapter 8 Short Report
 Patients’ and carers’ experiences with out-of-hours palliative 

care: does information transfer from the GP to the locum 
make a difference? 127

Chapter 9:  Out-of-hours palliative care by general practitioners. 
 General discussion 133

 Summary 151
 Samenvatting 159
 Dankwoord 167
 About the author 171




